
 

Sunday, March 19, 2017 

Third Sunday of Lent 
Gathering Words 

Our bodies know the desperate need for water: we cannot survive 

without it. Likewise, our deepest selves are parched and yearn 

to be drenched in God’s love. God, who is Love, quenches our 

thirst so that we can live into the fullness of life 
 

Gathering 

Prelude – Rain Down 
Welcome & Announcements 

*Gathering Hymn:  #59 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns 

 

*Call to Worship 

Leader:  In a dry and weary land, 

People: restore us, O God. 

Leader:  Parched and depleted, 

People: restore us, O God. 

Leader: Longing for your living water, 

People: restore us, O God. 

All: We thirst. Receive our worship as a sign of our yearning for you. 

 

Hymn:  Theme song: STJ #29 You are All We Have 

 
Praising 

Lent Psalm: Psalm 95:1-8 

 

Confession and words of assurance 

Leader:  O God, you are the living Water. You restore us to life. 

We confess that in the desert moments of our lives we 

forget your faithfulness. Our bodies grow tired; our hearts 

dry up. Our minds become clouded and we do not 

remember that you are our deliverer.  

People:  When we see the dryness behind and before us, 

We cry out: “Is the Lord even among us?” 
Leader:  Forgive us, O Lord, for in the harshness of life’s desert journey 

we quickly focus on ourselves. We forget that you have been, 

you are, and you will forever be our deliverer. 

People:  Restore in us a remembering spirit, that we may hope 

in you again. Renew our hearts, O Lord. Make us 

generous in our praise, that we may worship you 

anew! 
 

(Pause for silent confession) 
 

Leader:   God, our living water, 

All: restore us. 

Leader:   Let all who thirst, come. Come and drink from the living 

Water. Let all who have nothing, come to the Lord. Come—

without money or price. Come and draw freely from the well 

of our Lord, which will never run dry. 
 

Hymn:  STJ #44 The Love of God  

 

Hearing God’s Story 
 

Scripture: John 4: 5 - 42 

Children’s Story: Liz Howard 

Message: We thirst                              Guest speaker: Gerry Klopfenstein 
 

Responding 
 

Hymn: #514 Lord, I am Fondly, Earnestly 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the people 

 

Zion Mennonite Church 
720 Park Street 

Donnellson, IA 52626 

Office Tel. 319-835-9420 

www.ZionMennoniteDonnellson.org 

 
Trusting in God’s hope for our future, we meet God in rich and meaningful worship, 

nurture each generation to grow in faith, and serve the needs of others in love, here 

and around the world; as a beacon of God’s love, we invite all people to join our 

family as we joyfully live together with Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit! 

 

 

 

http://www.zionmennonitedonnellson.org/


Offering 

Offertory: He Hideth My Soul 

*Doxology: #119 

 

Sending & Benediction: 

 

*Sending Words: Revived by God’s thirst-quenching love, go from 

this place to live the good news of Love in the world. 
 

*Sending Hymn:  STJ #106 Just a Closer Walk With Thee  
 

Postlude 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  Calendar of Church Events 

 

March 22th 5:30 – 6:30 Wednesday Night Meal 

  (Laura and Allison) 

 

March 26th  9:30 Sunday School (No adult SS) 

  10:30 Worship – Bob Hartzler 

 

March 29th  5:30 – 6:30 Wednesday Night Meal 

  (Linda and Dennis) 

 

April 2nd  9:30 Sunday School  

  10:30 Worship – Pam 
 

 

NOTE: Pam will be out of the office this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Worship Participants 
 

Pianist:  Laura Krehbiel 

Worship Leader: Liz Howard 

Preacher: Gerry Klopfenstein 

Children’s Story: Liz Howard 

Ushers:  Vera and George Gray 



 

CCCC NEWS: 

 

High School Retreat April 1-2 (11am-12:30pm) 'You were made for 

relationship. You were made to connect...' Join Kevin Wilder, psychology 

professor from Hesston College, for our 2nd annual high school 

retreat: Body Mind and Soul: Living and Loving.  Youth sponsors 

received registration packets and there's more information online.  

Crooked Creek Wild May 6 at 10am We are excited to host our first 

challenge-course run! Participants will experience the "wilds" of Crooked 

Creek as they climb through mud, cross the creek and encounter several 

obstacles--some handmade, some natural and all a blast! More information 

to come! 

 

Summer Camp Staff: It's not too early to start thinking about your 

summer plans. Join the Crooked Creek staff for a life-changing 

experience! Applications online NOW. crookedcreekcamp.org 

 

Welcome Center construction continues: Cash and pledges received is at 

80% with $80,000 to go! Would you consider a gift to The Welcome 

Center? To donate to this project or for more updates and photos, check 

online. Thank you for your financial support that have encouraged this 

project!  

FROM MCC CENTRAL STATES: According to the United Nations, 

the world is facing the largest humanitarian crisis since the second world 

war. More than 20 million people across Yemen, Somalia, South Sudan 

and northeast Nigeria are facing or are at risk of famine. Mennonite 

Central Committee (MCC) is working in the area to provide emergency 

food assistance and increase its response to the crisis. Because of serious 

conflicts and concerns for safe, unimpeded access for humanitarian 

assistance, this process is slow and challenging. To donate to MCC’s relief 

fund, which supports MCC’s response to this disaster and others, visit 

mcc.org/learn/what/relief, call 1-888-563-4676 or send a check to MCC, 

PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FROM CENTRAL PLAINS MENNONITE CONFERENCE: We ask 

for your prayers today for Michael Sharp (“MJ”), who was kidnapped 

by Congolese militia group last Sunday. Michael is working with the 

United Nations, but was the former MCC Congo Country Representative 

and is son of John Sharp, professor at Hesston College (KS). Michael was 

abducted while traveling in a remote area of Congo with another fellow 

UN official from Sweden, and their four Congolese assistants. They were 

part of a UN panel of experts investigating longstanding violent conflicts 

in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

 

In response to this ongoing violence and kidnapping please join us in 

the following prayer: God, bearer of peace and warrior of justice, may 

your presence surround your child, MJ, and may our prayers shine light 

upon his face and bring comfort to his soul. May your Holy Spirit 

commune with his spirit and usher him to your safe arms of rest and peace. 

May your presence bring solace and strength to the three drivers, translator 

and Zahida Katalan. We pray for the many family, friends, co-workers and 

peacemakers that are connected to MJ, Zahida and the four others, and ask 

that they may experience the power of your presence and the love that is 

borne in our prayers. 
 

In this moment of vigil, we pray for MJ. (silence) 

We pray for Zahida. (silence) 

We pray for the first driver. (silence) 

We pray for the second driver. (silence) 

We pray for the third driver. (silence) 

We pray for the translator. (silence) 

We pray for those who have committed this act. (silence) 

We pray for the millions who have lost their lives in this conflict. 

(silence) 

We pray that the ongoing violence and bloodshed throughout the DRC 

would cease. (silence) 

We confess our own complicit role of ignorance and silence. (silence) 

We pray for ourselves and ask that our prayers would birth action and 

influence our awareness. (silence) 
 

May our silent voices bear witness for MJ. May our numbed minds be 

illumined to awareness. May our eyes be unfettered to see the risk and 

sacrifice of true peace-making. May we, your people, wake up to the cries 

for mercy, justice and peace in the DRC. May our prayers for one be 

prayers for many, O God.  Amen. 

 

http://crookedcreekcamp.org/
http://webmail.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=https://mcc.org/learn/what/relief&hmac=6c2c60cf9ecdfa65c3e4411ff63b6b2b
tel:%2018885634676

