
Calendar of Church Events

Today,        10:30am The Lord’s Supper celebrated

Jan. 6,           4:30pm Worship Comm.

5:30-6:30pm Supper served

               6pm Deacons meeting

         7:30pm Church Council

Jan. 7,                7pm Mid-Lee Co. Council @ZMC

Jan. 11-16       4-7pm Winter Closet open

Jan. 17 Annual meeting reports to Dennis Krehbiel

Jan.13, 5:30-6:30pm Supper served

Jan.20, 5:30-6:30pm Supper served

  7pm Women’s Fellowship

Jan. 27,5:30-6:30pm Supper served

Jan. 21,          9:30am SE IA Pastors’ Cluster @Pulaski Menn.

Jan. 31, Annual Meeting



Zion Mennonite Church
720 Park St, P O Box 177, Donnellson IA 52625-0177

www.ZionMennoniteDonnellson.org

Pastor Marcia A. Yoder-Schrock, 835.9420, Cell 319.371.7333

Trusting in God’s hope for our future, we

meet God in rich and meaningful worship,

nurture each generation to grow in faith,

and serve the needs of others in love, here and around the world;

as a beacon of God’s love, we invite all people to join our family 

as we joyfully live together with Jesus 

in the power of the Holy Spirit!

Epiphany - January 3, 2016, 10:30am

Freedom Bound: The Path of Inclusion

Gathering  
Prelude Epiphany Road {Ben Logan}
Singing # 189 To us a Child of hope is born

 # 202 The Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy
Welcome, announcements
Call to Worship
L: Arise, shine; your light has come.
P: God’s glory has risen upon us.
L: Even if darkness should cover the earth, 

deep darkness cover the peoples,
P: Nations shall come to your light, kings to the brightness 

of your dawn.
L: Nothing can hide God’s glorious light.
All: Let us look to God and be radiant.  

Let us reflect the brightness of this dawning.
Sharing & Prayer 
Christ Candle
1: Together, we light the Christ candle.

The light is not just for us.  The mystery of God is revealed 
for all people.

2: We celebrate with this candle the way God’s light revealed in Jesus
bursts the boundaries, overcomes barriers, and is released
into the world.

1: On this Sunday, we celebrate that justice is stronger than wrong, that God
will tumble all dividing walls and bring great things from small beginnings.

2: Even as the church celebrates its vocation as the bearer of this message,
we humbly accept that the scope and reach of God’s love knows no
bounds.  We confess that, like others before us in the church, we have
tried to narrowly define the limits of God’s gracious love.

1: By lighting this candle, we ask God to enlighten our minds and hearts and
cast away the shadows of exclusion and discrimination.

2: As we light this final candle of the Advent and Christmas season we
celebrate the many ways that God’s light is embodied in the church and
in the world in its rich variety.

Praising
*  Hymn # 66 O worship the King
    Hymn (Insert) We three kings

Hearing God’s Word
Children’s Story
Scripture Reading Matthew 2:1-12, Ephesians 3:1-12
Sermon God’s Freedom: Inclusion

Responding to God’s Word
Quiet Reflection/ Music There is more love somewhere
Prayer for Liberation, Removing of Chains

Liberating God set us free.  As we walk this road of freedom,
give us more love, more hope, more peace and more joy.

Hymn # 463 Let all mortal flesh keep silence
Invitation to the Lord’s Supper
Christ’s Peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Communion prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
Breaking of the bread 
Hymn # 250 (sing or hum softly) Beneath the cross of Jesus
Pouring of the cup
Hymn # 143 (sing or hum softly) Amazing grace 
Post-communion prayer
Offering & Offertory Let There Be Peace on Earth {Miller & Jackson}
* Hymn of response # 119 Praise God from whom
* Prayer of dedication

Sending
Blessing   
Song # 2 STJ (v.3) Come, walk with us
Postlude

* * * * *

Greeters/Ushers Jerry & Janice McCarty

Pianist Donna Vogel

Candle lighter Kasy Hollingsworth

Christ Candle Randy, Tina, Addison Loges

Scripture Reader Hayley Edwards

Servers Stephen Krauter, Dave Petersen, Sandy Petersen

http://www.ZionMennoniteDonnellson.org


Announcements

Supper food & fellowship will resume Wed. Jan. 6, 2016, 5:30 -
6:30pm.  Be on the lookout for whom you would like to invite for supper.  
Sign on the table when you want to help with a main dish, salad or dessert.

The Ministerial Leadership Survey was handed out Dec.27, 2015 &
is due back by Jan.10, 2016.  Place your survey in Barb Loges' mailbox in
entryway.  More copies are on the table. - Barb Loges, Chr, Pastoral Search
Comm.

The Winter Closet will be open for one week, Jan. 11-16, 4-7pm. 
Volunteers to welcome people are appreciated & needed.  Sign up sheet is
on the back table.

The Annual Meeting of Zion Mennonite Church will be Sun. Jan.31,
2016.  Written reports from committees, boards & groups of Zion
Mennonite Church should be turned in to Dennis Krehbiel by Sun. Jan. 17,
2016.  Committee Chairpersons (Deacons, Worship, Christian Education,
Missions, Trustees) are encouraged to meet with their respective
committees to schedule meeting dates/events for 2016.   

White Christmas gift to MCC.  Our total money gift is $1256 so we
have $750 to purchase a cow, $200 for a ewe & lamb x2= $400, $85 to
install a hand pump for a well, $10 for a bag of cement for a sand dam &
$11 extra.  The Worship Committee heartily thanks everyone who donated
for this wonderful White Christmas Gift. 

Pray for the Annual Meeting Task Group which meets next
Tuesday in Des Moines to tour the site & make plans for Central Plains
Annual Meeting Next June 16-19, 2016.

Greetings Pastors & congregations, John’s Gospel is not part of
the Advent Scripture readings for this Christmas season, yet I find myself
drawn again and again to John 1:4-5 this Advent season – “In him was life,
and that life was the light of all humankind.  The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  This verse gives me hope
as I begin a new journey in my life.  On Wed. Dec.23  . . . .the word I
received was that the cancer has spread and was found in the lymph areas
that were tested.  I plan to meet with an oncologist in the next two weeks
to determine a treatment plan which will likely involve chemotherapy. . . . I
am recovering from surgery well and I feel like I am getting stronger each
day which I praise God for.  Thank you for your prayers and your
expressions of caring support.  I am also very grateful for the prayers of
your congregation.  It is a comfort to know that I am surrounded by the
prayers and caring support of family, friends and my church family in
Central Plains Mennonite Conference.  The light of Christ shines in the dark
places in our world and in our lives, and the darkness is not able to
overcome it.  This is the hope and faith I hold onto this Advent/Christmas
season.  Blessings to all of you, - Tim, Conf. Minister for Ministerial
Leadership, Central Plains Mennonite Conference

mailto:iyoderschrock@gmail.com.

